
Copy of letter Robert Plimmer sent to the local papers on 22 Jan 2019 
 

Failure of planning decision to provide social housing for local people 
 
Last Wednesday 16th January, I attended Slough Borough Council's Planning Committee 
meeting in St Martins Place as an objector to the planning application for the conversion of 
the redundant office block at 163 Bath Road into 106 apartments. 
 
The current 5 year plan of Slough Borough Council from 2018 to 2023 commits the Council 
to support new housing developments that will provide social housing for people on the 
Council's waiting list. 
 
My objection to this creation of 106 apartments including 42 studio flats, 52x  1-bedroom 
flats & 12 x  2-bedroom flats is that under the section 106 agreement, the developer is 
unable to offer a single flat for social housing to key-workers or to local residents under 
shared-ownership schemes. 
  
Once this development of 106 apartments is completed and marketed by local estate agents 
as 'affordable buy-to-let investment opportunities', then how can these 106 apartments 
claim to satisfy local housing needs? 
 
I requested in my 4 minute objectors speech that the Planning Committee consider using 
Section 44 of the Deregulation Act of 2015 that allows local authorities such as Slough to 
reduce temporary sleeping accommodation rentals for studio & 1-bedroom apartments to 
90 nights per year or to completely restrict short term rental at this location.  
This legislation could reduce the viability of these flats being rented out as 'Airbnb' online 
rentals and the 'weekday lodgers' of tenants staying during weekday nights whilst visiting 
and working in the Slough area. 
 
It would seem that the Planning Committee approved this application which is dependent 
on the Planning Manager completing the Section 106 agreement with the developer by mid-
July without providing any social housing for local residents on the Council's housing list and 
not controlling any potential short tenancies at this location on the edge of Slough Trading 
Estate. 
 
regards, 
 
Robert Plimmer, 
Cippenham Liberal Democrats, 
 


