
Lib Dems challenge excessive one-party domination of local councils 

The continuing spat in recent letters in the Express between Labour’s Cllr Preston Brooker and the 

Tory Meena Sharma illustrates so much that is wrong with the two main parties in current UK 

politics. Both seem to be saying that everything the other party does, or says, is wrong.  

The reality is different. Take the overlapping areas of leisure activities and health. Many of the 

initiatives from Slough’s Labour-run Council to encourage physical activity are good. 

 However, at the same time, a recent official report shows activity levels in Slough have dropped 

alarmingly from 2015-2018.  It is, perhaps, no coincidence that Labour had taken the appalling 

decision massively to increase charges for hiring Council sports pitches from April 2015. My Lib Dem 

colleague, Robert Plimmer, campaigned against this and pointed out that it was not even saving the 

Council any money because the number of pitches hired dropped by so much. Slough’s Labour 

councillors just refused to listen.  

In some instances, of course, I believe both parties are wrong, as recently when Slough’s Labour 

Council adopted the Tory policy of privatising parts of our local NHS. Similarly, leaders of both 

parties have been wrong for many months in denying the People a Vote on the Brexit deal, with an 

option to remain in the EU.  

Where Preston Brooker has a good point, is in criticising the Tory policy of continuing to cut the 

money in real terms for public services in Slough and elsewhere. When Labour were last in 

Government they created a massive deficit in public expenditure. The Labour minister in charge of 

the public finances even left a note for his successors saying "there's no money left". But once, with 

Lib Dem involvement, the coalition government started tackling the deficit (the debt level is a 

different question), the issue became more manageable.  

At that point, about three years ago, there were the resources to start reversing the cuts in services, 

including police numbers and public health. But, for ideological reasons, the Tories decided to carry 

on making cuts and pursue policies such as Brexit which wasted the resources that should have 

gone, instead, to public services in Slough.  

A major problem with the Labour-run Council in Slough, and the Tory-run Council in Windsor and 

Maidenhead, is that with their large majorities the controlling party often ignores sensible points 

made by anybody else. In the forthcoming elections my Lib Dem colleagues and I, along with others, 

will be trying to reduce the one-party domination of each council.  
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